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How long is the tunnel,,……… and where is the light 


As we enter the fourth month of lockdown we are, at last, beginning to see some light at the end of that tunnel that everyone has been talking about 


All things being equal the Clubhouse will re-open on Saturday July 11th thanks to the hard work of the Bar team and you will be able to buy a drink BUT  please observe the rules and regulations that will be put in place – failure to do so will put your life, and those of others, at risk, and will be insulting to those who have worked so hard to make this possible 
Will  we be able to play cricket soon?


The position on when we can play cricket again is changing rapidly and on July 3rd the ECB announced that recreational cricket could recommence on July 11th BUT that is almost certainly too early for us and the Kent league are suggesting July 25th 

The league season has been abandoned as far as promotion and relegation is concerned and we will almost certainly be attempting to play against local sides as opposed to fulfilling the proposed league fixtures. All Clubs have been asked if they wish to play within the current structure – a number in the Kent League, including three whom we play have indicated that they do not wish to do so and we respect and understand their reasoning – whilst many others, including ourselves, will be reluctant to travel long distances, so local games are both sensible and pragmatic 


As for the Kent  Regional League the games are local but it is important to realise that all of the above is, at the moment, problematic and nothing has been confirmed but, and rest assured, we are doing all we can to get you games of cricket as soon as we can 

The Sunday Development side are hoping to start playing  again  on July 26th 

THE BEST THING TO DO IS TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE REGULARLY AND CHECK THE VARIOUS FORMS OF SOCIAL MEDIA FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION FOR I HAVE NO DOUBT THINGS WILL HAVE CHANGED BY THE TIME I’VE FINISHED WRITNG THIS 
What about the Colts?

As we all know the Colts season revolves around the schools’ summer term and as we also know the majority of the schools have been closed for a considerable period of time apart from teaching the children of key workers,  who have been keeping the country alive, sometimes literally, during these difficult months, and their league season should have finished by the time  any cricket will be possible 


However, and just as with the senior sides, we hope to be able to organise some games for our youngsters and meet the appetite they have for the game of cricket 


Additionally as many colts as possible will be playing for our senior sides, particularly the 3rd and 4th Xls, as we assist their development whilst the Sunday Development side which is , by implication,  designed to develop young talent, will almost certainly contain more youngsters than hitherto 

Barry, Margo and the rest of the Colts committee are determined that 2020 will not be a wash out as far as this vital part of the Club is concerned so please keep up to date with the progress we are making in this regard via our ever helpful and essential website and social media
Nets 

Our outdoor Nets have been functioning since May 20th and pleased to report that everyone has been observing the rules and regulations involved so please keep up the good work 


Jon Rodda, our head coach, has worked particularly hard and our thanks are due to him, whilst we have also been fortunate to acquire the services of Nick Bier, a man who played many a fine innings for the Old Wilsonians, who is now a level 3 coach and heavily involved in the Kent County set-up and his expertise has already been of value to both colts and seniors alike 
Financial implications 


There have, of course, been enormous financial implications for the Association as a consequence of the lockdown and, as one of its subsidiaries the cricket club must help in any way we can. The OWA’s chief sources of income derive from the annual rents it charges each of its subsidiaries – i.e. the Cricket, Football,  Netball, Squash and Racket Ball and Tennis Clubs and, of course, the Bar 


The rents are based on the usage that each club makes of the ground and, believe me, are minimal to the amount we would have to pay for hiring an outside ground to play our cricket as we know to our cost – and literally 


The Association have taken a very liberal attitude to all five sports clubs in that they do not expect us to pay rent when we are not able to play, which is a very reasonable approach 


Similarly the OWCC will not expect its members to pay for facilities they are not able to use so no-one will pay their full annual subscription and, in all probability, there will be an increase in match fees instead so that the amount you pay reflects the amount of cricket you play 
Refurbishment of the club 

For some time now the OW Council have been concerned about the fact that the Club is badly in need of updating and refurbishment – updating because all of the sports clubs are increasing in numbers which, obviously is good news, and refurbishing because the Clubhouse is starting to look somewhat tardy 

The proposal is to update, and increase, the dressing rooms to take account of the need and use, to install a disabled toilet to accommodate those with such needs, to upgrade the Ladies and revamp the Clubhouse itself, all essential work to enable the Club to progress 


All of this, of course, will be expensive and the lack of revenue, already referred to, has stalled this project to some degree. However, the generous legacy left to us by John and Janet Brittain will go a long way to help bring this dream to fruition and the Football Club have kindly agreed to donate the majority of their legacy to this project whilst the Cricket Club, too, will also make a sizeable donation 

Virtual/Fantasy Cricket 

As reported in the last newsletter, Dave Welch, Michael Mitchell and Tom Sullivan have all put in many hours of work to provide you with a Virtual/Fantasy version of the game featuring our top three senior sides, raising money for the Club and the NHS at the same time 


Reports of these games can be found in this edition, as are the averages. There is just one week left of this competition after which we will have to think of other ideas or, whisper it quietly, maybe start playing the game itself; how nice it would be to read reports about real games next time 


To many the virtual game has revealed some unlikely heroes, as the averages may seem to indicate, but to those involved it is just a realisation of their true talent, as they will prove when they are eventually able to take to the field this season 





Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 


07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Lawrence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Alex Forbes




07855 273218  (Mobile) 




Email: Alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Welfare Officers
Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


and

Marie-Anne Brown



Email: Marie-Anne-Brown@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 



07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Lawrence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Doug Forbes 




07768 713795  (M)



Email:  doug.forbes@outlook.com
3rd Xl: 

Josh Holland     



Email: hollandiam26@gmail.com

07494400621  (M)
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Velson Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 




Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
T20


Velson Deverajulu 



07814 577206 (M) 



Email:  velsendevarajulu@icloud.com
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjumior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com





Results since the last edition 

Ashford Town

151

1st Xl

152 for 5

Won by five wickets 

2nd Xl


221 for 6
Whitstable  
205 for 8

Won by 16 runs 

3rd Xl


197 for 
5
Bexley 5th Xl
155 for 5

Won by 42 runs 

1st Xl


239

Nonnington
228 for 9

Won by 11 runs 

Sidcup


246 for 7
2nd Xl

240 for 8

Lost by 6 runs 

Sidcup 


176

3rd Xl 

177 for 5

Won by 5 wickets 

1st Xl


192

ODCUACO 
193 for 6

Lost by 4 wickets 

ODCUACO 

116

2nd Xl 

117 for 2

Won by 8 wickets 
3rd Xl 


156 for 7
Bickley Park
160 for 5

Lost by 5 wickets 

Dartford 

215 for 6
1st Xl 

216 for 4

Won by 6 wickets 

St Lawrence and 
Highland Court

158

2nd Xl 

159 for 8

Won by two wickets 

3rd Xl 


169 for 5
HSBC

164 for 6

Won by 5  runs 

1st Xl 


227 for 5
Tenterden 
226 for 7

Won by 1 run 

2nd Xl 


193

Linden Park 
194 for 9

Lost by 1 wicket 

Sunday League side
200 for 6
Sunday Social side  196 for 6

Inter-Club game 


Broadstairs

253

1st Xl 

248


Won by 5 runs 

2nd Xl 


260 for 9
Upchurch 
228


Won by 32 runs 

3rd Xl 


186

Bromley Common   181 for 7

Won by 5 runs 







Reports since last game 

But before you start reading just a reminder that these are Virtual/Fantasy games and although all of the names featured will be familiar to you, these are not real fixtures 





THE 1ST Xl CONQUER ASHFORD TOWN    Ashford  151,  1st  Xl  152  for  5 


There is a certain symmetry between ourselves and Ashford Town – we were both promoted to the Second Division in the same year but we were denied the opportunity of going up as champions on the last day of the season  having travelled to their ground only for the rain to prevent any play – and although they subsequently suffered relegation they soon bounced back and, by and large, have got the better of us ever since 


Last year they beat as convincingly at Hayes – by eight wickets – whilst overnight rain induced a ‘phone call from their skipper that saved us a journey after we had all assembled at the Hill. We were the hosts this time and, having won the toss, it was no surprise that Ashford elected to bat on a wicket that looked full of runs and an outfield that was cut to its roots 


Ishmail September bowled the perfect first over, giving their potentially dangerous opener, who always likes to attack the ball, no opportunities at all and with the third ball of the next over Dave Ellicott-White totally bamboozled their skipper as the timbers flew. 


This was Dave’s first wicket of the season, it had taken him 123 balls,  but having got the taste he soon made it 8 for 2 and when Ishmail and Jon Rodda both struck Ashford were struggling on 28 for 4 – advantage Old Wilsonians 


However, Luke Reeves (46) and Jarrod Casey (38) then demonstrated that by observing the basics - playing each ball on its merit and looking for runs at every opportunity – there was nothing to fear from our potent attack before Casey offered a simple caught and bowled to DEW who accepted it with glee and then claimed his fourth wicket five balls later to show the scoreboard reading 103 for 6 


Reeves continued to battle bravely before becoming  the ninth wicket, Ishmail removing his off stump, with the score on 141 and ten runs later Ishmail took the last wicket – and his third – to see Ashford all out in the 43rd over 


DEW finished with 4 for 17, Ishmail 3 for 20, John Rodda 2 for 41 and ‘Mitch’ 1 for 25 in a good all-round bowling performance with only Eliot Bettridge, who had been so impressive in the first two games, failing this time 


In reply we lost an early wicket – Josh Lawrence inexplicably attempting a hockey shot to a straight ball, but Velson and Matt Golding pushed the score along steadily until the former was caught at short-leg 


Matt Abbett then joined the MG and the partnership came to an unfortunate end when the latter was run out  - attempting a seventh run is never a good idea, and when Syd Sherlock was trapped lbw we were 81 for 4. ‘Mabbs’ and Louis Pryor then progressed the score to 120 before the former lobbed a gentle catch to square leg and the skipper then saw  us home with no further alarms, ‘Mitch’ finishing on 20 not out and Louis 33 


So we have got our own back on Ashford and will look forward to the return encounter in the box seat 

MOM: Dave Ellicott-White – was our most consistent bowler last season and the only surprise was that it had taken him until the third game to claim his first victim, his figures of 10-4-17-4 proving that he has not lost his touch 

(Velson) Devarajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock) Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

FINE FIELDING  HELPS BEAT  WHITSTABLE   2nd   X1  221 for 6, Whitstable 205 for 8 


A visit to Whitstable is always one that whets the appetite of batsmen as it boasts - although I am not sure that is the right word – one of the smallest grounds in the league. Bowlers, on the other hand………….  


Our hosts, sadly, are a Club in decline and Doug must have been disappointed to lose the toss only to be asked to bat first and anticipated a total in excess of 250. However only Siva (81) took full advantage of the short boundaries and even then only hit five 4s in his commanding innings,  and although Whistable only took six  wickets they must have been pleased to restrict us to 221 


Dan Seston (22), Nick Morley (26), Andrew Pomering (20) had all got in only to flounder, whilst Kevin Carruthers remained 25 not out at the end 


The Whitstable reply started encouragingly enough and at 103 for 2 in the 26th  over they looked to be the favourites.  However when Kevin Carruthers had Bart Johnson (33) neatly caught by Nick Morley the 2nds sensed they were in with a chance and when Kevin had John Butterworth (27), their other danger man,caught behind things improved even more, although Whitstable still had nearly 20 overs, and six wickets  remaining to score the 103 runs they needed – game on, as they say 


Albi Maddison, who had earlier taken two wickets and ran out Andrew Pomering when he looked set, now took centre stage with the bat and needed a willing accomplice to help him at the other end but failed to find one, with only Graham Alfred (18) being able to fit the bill, but there seemed to be no urgency in his play and when he was eighth out there was only one ball left with Whitstable 18 runs short, with Maddison stranded on 48 not out 


Kevin Carruthers was the pick of the bowlers to finish on 4 for 48 but with seven of the eight wickets falling to catches, and some sharp ground fielding defending those small boundaries, every aspect of the game was in evidence 

MOM;  Siva – a commanding innings and he must have been grateful for the fact that the game was not being played at nearby Chestfield when, in his 1st Xl days, a young lady taking a shower in a Flat above the ground caused him to lose his concentration  - and wicket! 

Steel.C (Dan)Seston (Siva) Sivaranjan Morley.N Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew) Steel Pilgrim.D Forbes.D Hannah 

THREE OUT OF THREE FOR THE THREES   3rd  Xl  197 for 5,  Bexley  155 for  5 


Defending a 100% record, and a total of 197 for 5, the 3rd Xl were in desperate need of inspiration with Bexley seemingly in control at 117 for 2 in the 30th over; enter Tom Sullivan to send a stump cart-wheeling and eventually coming to rest on the third man boundary – alright ‘Sully?’  


After that our visitors found runs difficult to come by and managed just 38 from the remaining 62 balls of the game. Some good bowling figures, then? Miserly would probably be a better word, with Nathan Carpenter, 1 for 23, being the most economical, followed closely by  ‘Sully, 1 for 26, Matt Carruthers, 1 for 29 and Joe Jukes, 2 for 35 on a day which was hard work for the bowlers of both sides, only 10 wickets falling in the 80 overs 


Our innings had been dominated by an out-standing fourth wicket partnership of 111 between Dan Nichols (83) and Jon Carpenter (49) in 122 balls as they took on the Bexley bowlers in a fine display of batting seldom seen at Hawes Down, Dan in particular scoring prodigiously with a fine array of strokes to all parts of the ground 


But Jon was not far behind him and hit the shot of the day – a towering six over the sight-screen – and was unlucky not to get that extra run that would have given him a well-deserved 50. Dan followed two runs later for a superb 83 after which Jeff Mascarenhas (17 n.o) and Nathan Carpenter (17 n.o) scored 33 runs from the remaining 34 runs leaving Bexley needing to score at almost five runs an over, which our tight bowling denied them 


So it is now three wins out of three for the 3rd Xl; bring on the League’s end of season awards evening 

MOM: Dan Nichols – a magnificent knock, his eventual dismissal being more due to  a case of tiredness rather than a lack of technique 

Holland Nichols Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols 

NOTICE OF INTENTIONS GIVEN   1st   Xl  239,   Nonnington  228  for  8  


Nonnington are what is known as a “ yo-yo side” in that they flit between the Second and Third Divisions and it is two years since we visited their ground, a day that coincided with the England football team’s quarter- final clash with Sweden in the World Cup – seem to recall that our training kit, reminiscent of the Swedish team shirts, caused a certain amount of consternation at the time  


They beat us on that occasion but it was not enough to save them from relegation. However,  they bounced straight back, and as champions of Division Three,  losing just four games in 2019 


‘Mitch’ won the toss, elected to bat and Velson and Josh got us off to the best start of the season before Josh was adjudged lbw for 52, his best innings of the season and full of fine strokes to every part of the ground with the score on 92.  Velson followed soon afterwards, bowled by a ball that pitched outside the off stump and then hit middle for 26 , but with the score on 96 for 2  in the 23rd  over, thoughts of a total in excess of 250 were tangible


The two Matts, Golding and Abbett, now took centre stage but when the former inexplicably missed a straight ball, Syd Sherlock and Louis Pryor followed cheaply and ‘Mabbs’, inevitably, was caught on the boundary, there was a lot of work needed to be done 


Enter the skipper to play by far his best innings of the season to top score with 54, the perfect knock for the situation. ‘Mitch’ has many fine qualities – he has a full range of shots,  which makes it very difficult to set a field to him, an ability to turn ones into twos and twos into threes but, and  most importantly of all…… can boil an egg to perfection 


After his departure, Ishmail hit a quick-fire 19 and although we were bowled out with three balls remaining, a total of 239 was not far short of the 250 anticipated after that splendid start 


Jason Cork, 4 for 55, was the pick of the Nonnington bowlers, eventually trapping ‘Mitch’ lbw and then accounting for the bulk of the lower order 


DEW then struck in his second over to give us an early lift and with John Rodda bowling   their other opener we were in the driving seat, but Daniel Pilbeam (34) and Daniel McHugh (32) held us up before ‘Mitch’ trapped the former in front and Eliot then clean bowled the latter to reduce them to 110 for 4. 


Even so, Nonnington were ahead of us in the run rate at this stage of the game and a stand of 71 between Jamie Burrett (30) and Shemyl Burns (41) further enhanced their position, so there was sheer relief when they were dismissed within four balls of each other to see our hosts on 173 for 6, which was soon to become 175 for 7. 


Daniel Betts (23 n.o) then did his best to steer his side to victory and although they only lost one more wicket, some tight OW bowling restricted their run rate and they finished 11 runs short of our total 


So the 1st Xl’s good start to the season continues – it’s now three wins out of four – and the rest of the league have been given notice of our intentions 


Interesting statistic: There were five lbw decisions given in this game – three against us and two in our favour – and all were proclaimed by the same umpire, Dominic Cummings. And it could have been more, for he arrived half an hour late after driving 30 miles in order to test his eyes 

MOM: ‘Mitch’ – a captain’s innings in the true sense of the word 

(Velson) Devearajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

UBIQUITOUS COOK IS THE DIFFERENCE   Sidcup 246 for 7,  2nd  Xl  240  for  8 


This game was dominated by one man – the Sidcup opening bat Tim Cook, who was on the field of play for every ball, scored 121 not out and even had the audacity to take a catch; thankfully he did not bowl. So it was probably right and proper that he finished on the winning side but the 2nd Xl were only seven runs short of an exciting victory in a game that gleaned 486 runs in total 


Cook hit the second ball he received for a single and then just got better and better as his innings progressed, hitting ten fours in an accomplished display of fine batting, seemingly finding all five OW bowlers to his liking and the fact that he scored more than half of his side’s runs,  from the bat,  indicates that his team-mates were more vulnerable to our talented five, Doug Forbes in particular causing problems and taking 3 for 51 whilst Guy Hannah was the economy winner, his ten overs realising just 35 runs 


Initially Cook was helped by Andrew Copp (18) and Bradley Sargent (24) as the visitors raced to 113 for 2 in the 21st over but when Kevin Carruthers took two wickets with successive balls the innings stuttered. However Daniel Seaman (37) then joined Cook and they put on 78 for the fifth wicket before Seaman, attempting to leg glance Andrew Steel, succumbed to another fine catch by Sanath Dandeniya and a late flurry saw the innings reach a formidable 246 for 7 by the close 


We needed a good start and Callum Steel (83) and Dan Seston (10) provided it before Dan fell victim to the perfect yorker and when Siva followed soon afterwards we were 51 for 2; enter Nick Morley, and he and Callum put on a magnificent 115 for the third wicket before Callum’s determined vigil came to an end and with Nick and Sanath both falling shortly afterwards,  we found ourselves on 176 for 5 with less than 11 overs remaining to score the 71 runs needed and, hard as Andrew Pomering (22), Andrew Steel (18 n.o) and David Pilgrim (17) fought, it proved a bridge too far and the 2nds succumbed to their second defeat of the season 

MOM: Callum Steel – back to his prodigious best in an innings full of fluency which will undoubtedly give him the confidence he needs for a successful season

Steel,C (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan Morley.N Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K Pilgrim.D (Andrew)Steel Forbes.D Hannah 

NOTHING IS GOING TO STOP US NOW     Sidcup   176,    3rd    Xl  177  for  5 


It would appear that the 3rd Xl are the Liverpool of the Kent Regional League, out-playing every opponent, opening up an impregnable lead at the top of the table and awaiting to be crowned champions – surely a mere formality – unless something untoward happens; some form of virus, perhaps, cricket is suspended and a ‘virtual’ game replaces it 


Local rivals Sidcup were the latest victims of their almost perfect game succumbing by a substantial  five wickets and although the 3’s  only had four balls left of their innings when  they scored the winning run – the 3rd Xl do like to tease; it is part of their DNA – the result was never in doubt 


Sidcup batted first – you have to admire their cheek – and started well, but with the score on 39 Adrian Crust (10) became Jeff Mascarenhas’s seventh victim of the season and before too long they were 61 for 4, including another catch for Mascarenhas. This man has become a revelation and is  being compared to Godfrey Evans, another great Kent wicket-keeper 


Sidcup were now very much reliant on opener Akhil Gupta (67) and William Newton (41 n.o) and although they shared in a useful sixth wiicket partnership Gupta’s dismissal left Newton to play with only the tail as company.  To his credit he manipulated the bowling magnificently as the last four wickets amassed 54 runs, a fine achievement against the league’s most potent attack, Nathan Carpenter finishing with 3 for 31 and Matt Carruthers 3 for 35 


The 3rd Xl lost two early wickets and when Dave Jukes and Jon Carpenter both failed to reproduce the qualities that their early form had indicated, we slumped to 77 for 4. But Laurence Allen was still there and he was joined by Jeff Mascernhas and together they put on 65 before Jeff was bowled for 24 with the score on 142 for 5 and 35 runs required


Nathan Carpenter joined Laurence,  who was now inching towards a number of firsts – his first 100 for the Club, the first OW 100 of the season, the first 3rd Xl 100 against Sidcup, the first 3rd Xl 100 by the Club’s fixtures secretary when……… Nathan Carpenter scored the winning run to leave Laurence stranded on 94 not out 


What a season our Vice-Chairman is having -  he has already scored  150   runs -   and what a side we have 

MOM: Laurence Allen – How cruel that he was denied his maiden century. I would like to say that he will have many other opportunities………but I have seen him bat! 

Holland Nichols Allen Jukes.D Carpenter. J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols 

A BAD DAY AT THE OFFICE    1st   Xl   192   ODCUACO  193 for  6 

As the warmest and driest May on record gave way to ‘Flaming June’ the rain arrived but although the overhead cloud and freshness may have indicated some early seam movement,  ‘Mitch’ had no hesitation in electing to bat after last week’s fine performance at Nonnington  as the 1st Xl went in search of their fourth win of the season 


Meanwhile Jamie Batten and Callum Brown, the ODCUACO opening bowlers, viewed the conditions with a certain amount of relish and anticipation but were initially wayward and bowled too many balls outside the leg stump, but  Brown struck in his second over to have Velson caught at slip and Batten dismissed Josh in his fourth, caught at square leg – by Brown – to reduce us to 20 for 2 


However the two Matts – Golding and Abbett – saw off the initial new ball burst before setting about imposing themselves and keeping the scoreboard ticking along. And this they did, impressively, until the MG spluttered when changing gear erratically and was caught at third man for 25


‘Mabbs’ then took over but when on 65 played down the wrong line to the impressive Andrew Ainger and when Louis Pryor and Jon Rodda followed soon after we were reduced to 150 for 7 in the 36th over. But we still had 88 balls remaining and a total of around 250 was certainly on the cards 


Ishmail then hit a bright and breezy 25 before getting a thin edge to be caught behind and ‘Mitch’ followed in the next over, bowled by the returning Brown, and when Dave Ellicott-White became the second victim of the caught Brown bowled Batten combo we were all out for 192 in the 44th over – it is always disappointing, verging on the unacceptable, not to use all of your overs. 


To be fair ODCUACO bowled well, particularly Ainger, who finished with 4 for 37, but defending a total under 200 is never going to be easy


And so it proved as our visitors secured a four wicket victory with five overs to spare. But we did not make it easy for them – the one thing you can say about the 1st Xl is that they chase every ball, their ground fielding is on a par with any side in the league and their bowlers never give up. 


Eliot Bettridge again bowled well and finished with 3 for 40, whilst Ishmail was neat and tidy with figures of 2 for 27 from his seven overs – surprisingly he did not bowl his full ten. DEW did, and they cost him 31 runs, which is more than acceptable, but when you are defending 192 you need to take wickets 


The ODCUACO innings was steady rather than spectacular, which is all it needed to be, and we were given hope when we had them 130 for 5, but a sixth wicket stand of 50 between Eashan Patel (23) and Callum Brown (32 no) proved crucial and after Patel’s dismissal they scored the remaining 13 runs they needed without any further alarms 


I have no doubt that the team will re-group immediately and come back strongly at Dartford next week – wonder if Malinda will still be there?

MOM: Matt Abbett – scored 65 of the 111 runs accrued when he was at the wicket before making that error of judgment 

(Velson) Devaraluju Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlcok Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

AN ALMOST PERFECT PERFORMANCE   ODCUACO  116  2nd   Xl   117  for   2 

In many ways this was the perfect game for the 2nd Xl; win the toss, put the opposition in on a green wicket, bowl them out quickly, score the runs required for the loss of only two wickets and then watch a torrential downpour flood the ground ten minutes after the end of the game. And that, more or less, is what happened 


Doug’s eyes must have lit up when he saw the conditions, his only regret being that he no longer takes the new ball, but he was tempted to do so on this occasion with a view to increasing his already substantial haul but wisely stuck to his tactic throughout the season so far and entrusted it to Guy Hannah and Andrew Steel and they did him proud, reducing ODCUACO to 46 for 5, with Guy in particular being on fire, accounting for their top four batsmen 


And he should  also have claimed a fifth wicket ,  as he dropped a simple caught and bowled chance only to recover quickly and run out his potential  victim with a twist and turn reminiscent of Wilfred Zaha at his best and save himself a jug in the process. 


Henry Hamilton (25) did offer some resistance until David Pilgrim’s leg-spin completely bamboozled him and he lobbed the ball to mid-on specialist Doug Forbes. Guy finished with 4 for 47, his best figures of the season, whilst David Pilgrim and Kevin Carruthers picked up two wickets each and Doug and Andrew Pomering two catches each. Indeed, as well as Guy’s run out there were  also seven outfield catches held,  a most encouraging statistic ; you know what they say about catches 


By this time the wicket was a lot easier as far as batting was concerned and both Callum Steel and Dan Seston looked comfortable at the crease until the latter was given out lbw for 22 with the score on 44 and  Callum followed him, by the same method of dismissal,  but for one run less soon after 


After that it was plain sailing with Siva (36 n.o) and Nick Morley (27 n.o) sharing in an unbeaten third wicket stand of 61 to see us home with almost 20 overs to spare. Whisper it quietly, but this could be the 2nd Xl’s year 

MOM: Guy Hannah – took wickets with his seventh and eighth balls, after which there was no stopping him 

Steel.C (Dan)Seston (Siva) Sivaranjan Pomering.A Morley.N Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim,D Forbes.D Hannah 

FIRST DEFEAT FOR THE 3RD Xl    3rd  Xl   156 for  7,  Bickley Park  160  for  5 

Perfection is difficult to achieve – Minster failed last year despite spending a fortune trying to do so – and so it has proved for the 3rd Xl as they lost their first game of the season. 


A capacity crowd arrived at Hawes Down to see them take on local rivals Bickley Park, another side who are no strangers to riches, and Josh Holland and Dan Nichols gave us a steady start before Dan had his off-stump flattened by their first change bowler , Alex Macpherson, with the fourth ball he bowled – enter Laurence Allen, last week’s hero, who made a spritely six before becoming Macpherson’s  second victim to see us reduced to 37 for 2. 


Skipper Josh Holland was the next to go, caught behind to a ball that left him, and when Dave Jukes miss-cued he fell to a straightforward catch at fine leg and it was time to dig deep and for the league leaders to show their true mettle, which is exactly what happened, thanks to a fine fifth wicket stand of 49 between Jon Carpenter (32) and Jeff Mascarenhas(25) 


However, and when both looked well set, they were both bowled, something that should never happen when a player has played himself in, and we were 122 for 6. By this time there were only 35 balls of the innings remaining as Nathan Carpenter (21 n.o)  showed great initiative and together with Matt Carruthers (7) and Joe Jukes (4 n.o) managed to score at almost a run a ball to enable the innings to close on 156 for 7 


Macpherson was the pick of the visiting bowlers and finished with 3 for 21 from his eight overs and Bickley Park must have been satisfied as they walked across the bridge for tea 


As for the 3rd Xl they needed to come out of the blocks quickly but failed to do so as both Tom Sullivan and Joe Jukes had bad first overs – including bowling a wide each – and the scoreboard read an unlikely 14 for 0 after just two overs 


However, Josh Holland had some strong words for Tom, the exact contents of which are not suitable for this report, and with the first ball of his second over ‘Sully’  induced an edge from their opener which caused wicket-keeper Jeff Mascarenhas to look despairingly towards the third-man boundary only to discover  that he had caught the ball and,  in the next over, exactly the same thing happened, only this time  Jeff realised what he was doing and Bickley Park had been reduced to 20 for 2 with both openers back in the pavilion – well; sitting by the side of the pitch at the ever scenic Hawes Down


Chris Eaton (50) and Owen Davies (14) then put on 55 for the third wicket before the latter became Jeff’s third victim, this time off the bowling of Joe Jukes, but Jack Cooper (30) then joined the stubborn Eaton until Matt Carruthers bowled him with a peach of a ball that moved both ways – or so he tells me,  and when ‘Sully’ trapped Cooper lbw plumb in front -  the ball would have hit all three stumps – or so he tells me, we were right back in it 


But it was not to be as Alex Macpherson (30 n.o), not being content with his three wickets, and his skipper, Sunny Saikia (13 n.o) saw their side home to victory with four balls to spare, ‘Sully’ conceding six runs from the last two balls of the game – not that I’m blaming him, you understand 


So the 3rd Xl now know how it feels to lose but the wheels have certainly not come off and they will be back. Indeed, their supporters could be heard chanting “Bring on the HSBC”   their next opponents,  despite the fact that it does not really scan,  as they made their way home, much to the annoyance of the residents of Hayes Hill  

MOM: Jeff Mascarenhas – a dogged innings and three catches, despite the fact that he knew very little about the first one 

Holland Nichols.D  Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Caruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols.R 

REVENGE IS SWEET       Dartford   215  for  6,   1st  Xl  216 for  4 

The 1st Xl were well beaten – by 108 runs – last year when they visited or their penultimate game of the season and what made matters even worse was that Malinda Thotiwilage, who had played for us the previous year , hit 130 not out and then took a wicket and held two catches when it was our turn to bat,   and he greeted us with a grin on his face that turned into a broad smile when his skipper won the toss and elected to bat – would history repeat itself?


We drew first blood when Dave Ellicott White had our erstwhile player’s opening partner caught behind from the last ball of his second over, the thinnest of edges, before Malinda and George Reynolds (46) made use of the excellent wicket and quick outfield to see Dartford on 63 for 1 at the end of the 17th over 


However, Eliot Bettridge then trapped MT lbw, for 30, but Gerry Cook (52)  joined Reynolds and they progressed the score to 116 before Eliot struck again and Louis caught again. Another purposeful stand, of 56, then ensued when John Smyth (26) joined Cook and both looked well set when Ishmail September threw down the stumps from all of 50 yards to see a disconsolate Cook trudging back to the pavilion – a crucial wicket 


What must have been more disturbing, from Dartford’s point of view, was that we were now in the 44th over and there were only 172 runs on the  board. Smyth followed soon after and despite a hard hitting 21 form Max Luckett, their innings finished on a well below par 215 for 6 


Our bowling figures were not mind blowing – although Eliot finished with a commendable 2 for 35 and DEW bowled tightly to finish with 1 for 34, but the wicket had given little help to the bowlers and there was no reason to believe that it would be any different for the second innings 


And so it proved, as we eased our way to a six wicket victory, scoring the winning run, a bye, from the last ball of the 49th over 


Velson (31) and Josh (65) got us off to a good start, blunting the new ball attack with apparent ease, and the score had reached 75 before Velson was bowled by their third change bowler and although Matt Golding followed shortly afterwards, also to their third change bowler, Matt Abbett (48) and Josh took the score to 150 before our opener was bowled by their fourth change bowler 


‘Mabbs’ and Syd Sherlock continued the good work until ‘Mabbs’ was caught behind off heir……returning opening bowler with the winning post in sight, which Syd (28 n.o) and Louis Pryor (16 n,o) negotiated safely 


This was a solid team performance with everyone making a contribution and just revenge for last year’s reverse 

MOM:  Josh Lawrence – By far and away his best innings of the season and good to see he is establishing himself as a reliable opening bat in a year in which his bowling opportunities have been limited – well; none at all! 

(Velson)Deverajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

THE 2ND Xl IN  CONTROL    St Lawrence and Highland Court 158,  2nd Xl 159 for 8  

Games against St Lawrence and Highland Court also require a particularly large score-book on account of their long name 

“Not that they ever supply a scorer”, bemoaned Graham Watts, our very own king of the pen and pencils,  but after just 23 balls you wondered if they had any batsmen either,  as their score slumped to 5 for 3 

“Would one of you like to score?, inquired the ever vigilant Graham 


And again it was the dynamic duo of Guy Hannah and Andrew Steel, the Hall and Griffith of the OWs, who did all of the initial damage, Guy beating one of their openers by sheer pace  alone and Andrew the other by…..a false shot with ‘Drew then having their number 4 plumb lbw 


But there was still a long way to go and Trent Riddell (34) and Lewis Jenkins (47) did their side proud to take the score to 86 before Kevin Carruthers, who had now joined the bowling party, induced the latter to lob a gentle catch to – and, Yes, you’ve guessed it, Doug Forbes at mid-on and when David Pilgrim bowled Riddell the visitors had plummeted  to 95 for 5 


The second half of their innings lacked leadership and although they managed to push the score on to 158 it was no surprise when they lost their 10th wicket with over four overs remaining 


Guy and Andrew finished with two wickets apiece, as did Kevin Carruthers and David Pilgrim in a good team bowling performance 


In reply we lost two early wickets and subsequently more at too regular an interval for comfort, but opener Dan Seston (54) saw us pass the 100 mark before being bowled,  after which Sanath Dandeniya (46) took over until he was  caught at first slip with us needing six runs, which we negotiated successfully 


So it’s now four wins out of six for the 2nd Xl and if you look at the league tables it will tell you that…….the OWs have played six games as opposed to the one of every other side 

MOM: Dan Seston  - did not seem disturbed by the loss of those early wickets, kept his head and was rewarded with a well-deserved 50

Steel.C  (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan Morley.N Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim.D Forbes.D Hannah 

WE’VE  ONLY JUST BEGUN      3rd   Xl  169   for   5   HSBC    164  for  6


At 90 for  5, and in the 23rd over, the 3rd Xl were in need of some inspiration and they found it in the father and son duo of Jon and Nathan Carpenter whom, since lockdown, have  been unable to perform their lilting duets on stage and so have taken to playing cricket instead 


(Forgive me but I imagine you are thinking of Richard and Karen Carpenter, a brother and sister act, who made some instantly forgettable records in the 1970s whilst this report relates to father and son combo Jon and Nathan Carpenter, – at least I think they are father and son, according to play-cricket they live at the same address – but, and as far as I am aware, they do not sing)


Anyway; back to the game, in which they put together an unbeaten sixth wicket stand of 79 to enable the 3rd Xl  to reach 169 for 5 by the end of their allotted 40 overs, Jon finishing on 34 not out and Nathan 43 not out 


This was the fifth time Natahn has batted this season, during which he has scored 119 runs and has yet to be dismissed


Earlier the top order had flattered only to deceive, all getting in before playing rash strokes when they looked set, but Jon played a more circumspect innings and when he realised that son Nathan had recovered from a jittery start to play a fine array of shots, he was happy to let him have the majority of the bowling and thereby out-score his proud Dad 


The HSBC bowling had been tidy, rather than penetrating, but they must have been content with their afternoon’s work and started their reply positively in an innings that in many ways mirrored our own as they found themselves 86 for 5 having taken three balls more than our 90 for 5, but could they find their own heroes to win the game? 


Well, not quite, but in Luke Bradley (51 n.o) they found a man who looked capable of doing so and with Benedict Forster (12 n.o) a willing accomplice they put on an unbeaten 42 for the seventh wicket before they ran out of time and the 3rds won by just five runs, thanks to some tight bowling on our part, particularly from Matt Carruthers, who finished with 3 for 23  


The end of the game was a nervy affair as, needing 28 runs from their last three overs, HSBC hit 17 from the first two with Bradley looking particularly menacing and, with  ‘Sully’ about to bowl the last over,  the world held its breath 


The first ball went for a single, then a dot ball and two singles, intelligent bowling from Tom here, as Forster was now on strike rather than the more dangerous Bradley, and, with a two from the penultimate  delivery,  meaning that the last ball had to go for six for HSBC to win 


The field spread and there were singles everywhere – probably two to Josh Holland – but it would not matter, the rationale being that a boundary line catch might win us the game. ‘Sully’ composed himself– “I must not bowl a wide, I must not bowl a no ball”, he muttered “accuracy is far more important than pace” 


As he ran in he noticed that Forster, in anticipation, had moved down the wicket – “he’s going to try and hit me over my head”, thought ‘Sully’ and bowled the perfect yorker which just missed the off stump with the batsman well out of his crease to give Jeff Mascarenhas a straightforward stumping chance which……..he missed 

“I don’t do stumpings; look at the stats”, explained Jeff 


So, and after last week’s blip against Bickley Park, the 3rd Xl are back to winning ways, their fifth of the season; and they’ve only just begun 

MOM: Nathan Carpenter – he is developing into a fine all-round cricketer for, as well as his 43 not out , his fifth such innings of the season,  he also bowled tidily 

Holland Nichols.D Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols,R 

NAIL BITING FINISH AT THE HILL  1st  Xl  227  for  5,  Tenterden 226  for 7 

It is some time since we played Tenterten – they even flirted with the Premier Division for a short while – but relegation last season means that we are equals again 


On our last visit to their ground their likeable scorer, Patrick, who had obviously been a good player in his younger days and was now putting something back into his Club, told me a story about how he had played in a game, opened the bowling and did so against John Edrich, the former Surrey and England opening batsman and induced him to edge the first ball of the day to the wicket-keeper who…….dropped it 


Edrich then hit the remaining five balls of the over for 4, at the end of which he wandered down the wicket and said to Patrick – ‘Bad luck, bowler’ 


Sadly Patrick died a few years ago but his team arrived at Hayes and were engaged in an exciting game that went right to the wire 


‘Mitch’ won the toss, elected to bat and we started solidly enough until Josh played across a straight ball to depart lbw for 10 with the score on 29. Velson and Matt Golding then progressed the total to 55 before Velson was also adjudged lbw, for 29, and when Matt Abbett became the third lbw an assumption was made that Dominic Cummimgs was the umpire involved but, and more to the point, we were 65 for 3 and a substantial partnership was required


And this is exactly what we got as the MG and Syd Sherlock progressed the score to 161, a stand of 96, before the sports car presented their wicket-keeper with the simplest of chances with his score on 52 


But Syd was still there and with Louis Pryor (16) – the fourth lbw – and ‘Mitch’ (17 n.o) they took the score to 227 for 5 at the end of the 50th over, which was a little disappointing, given the strong platform that Matt and Syd had laid 


Syd finished on 75 not out with an innings of great stature, whilst Harrison Pack was the most successful of the visiting bowlers to finish with 3 for 44 


So Tenterden needed to score at 4.56 an over to achieve victory and started cautiously against our potent opening attack……and Dave Ellicott White, and it was the latter who drew first blood as he had Dan Stckles caught behind for 5 in the sixth over, and when Jon Rodda dismissed their other opener, and Mitch’s deceptive flight produced a gentle catch, our visitors were 92 for 3 in the 23rd over. 


The next phase of play would be crucial and when Daniel McDonald (57) and Gabriel Gad (51) took the score to 145 for 3 by the end of the 34th over, Tenterden seemed to be perfectly poised for victory 


However, the first ball of the 35th saw McDonald attempt to hit ‘Mitch’ over the pavilion only to totally miss-time his shot and Jon Rodda, sprinting in – are you sure? – from the mid-wicket boundary, caught the ball just before it crashed into his boot laces. It was not quite as good as the catch he took at Colfeians a few seasons ago but it was far more significant 


McDonald’s departure meant that Gad now took centre stage and although we soon took a fifth wicket, Gad’s  was the one we craved, and it came when, in attempting to cut Ishmail, he was caught by DEW at short third man and, with 11 balls remaining, Louis took his second catch of the afternoon, a skier following a miss-hook from Jon Rodda’s bowling,  the end of JR’s over seeing Tenterden needing six runs from the final over of the game and Ishmail to bowl it 


He started well – some intensive coaching from ‘Sully’ during the week paying dividends – to produce two dot balls, but a single and a two off the third and fourth balls had Ishmail muttering, “I must remember what ‘Sully’ told me” and he was back on the money for his fifth only to bowl a horrible wide with his next delivery which, but for a dive of Vicente Guaita proportions from Louis, would have gone to the boundary and seen us defeated 


Tenterden now needed two runs from the last ball but, and thankfully, Ishmail remembered the words of the master and bowled a dot ball to win us the game, our fifth victory of the season 

MOM: Syd Sherlock – dealt admirably with some ferocious bowling when he first came to the wicket to ultimately master all of their five bowlers 

(Velson)Devarajulu Lawrence.J  Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

SOLSTICE BLUES  FOR TWOS
2nd Xl  193,   Linden  Park  194 for 9 


On the day of the summer solstice – or should that be the eve – the 2nd Xl travelled to Linden Park , who sport their own version of Stonehenge, albeit on a more low key level. Doug lost the toss and we were inserted, although an inside source claims that he would have batted had he called correctly 


(My mind goes back to the day when his Dad, who at the time was skipper of the Football Club’s 2nd Xl, lost the toss to decide which end to defend and suggested to his opposite number “Best of three?” who, dumbfounded, agreed) 


Apart from three notable exceptions, this was not a day for batsmen, and we lost two early wickets and, to be honest, things did not improve that much and we were bowled out for 193 in 46 overs; and it could have been a lot worse


Only two players made it to the dizzy heights of double figures and one, as if to emphasise that there were no  terrors in either the wicket nor the Linden Park bowling, made it into three; and not out at that 


Coming in with the score on 14 for 2 Nick Morley accumulated runs almost at will and when he realised that the only thing that could prevent him scoring a century was running out of partners, he launched himself into the bowling and must have been grateful to Guy Hannah who played a gritty innings which resulted in a last wicket stand of 25 that enabled him to hit that magic number


John Harvey, the Linden Park skipper and their very own Druid, finished with 4 for 39 and immediately called for the heavy roller to be employed during the tea interval 


There is a lot to the expression ‘Runs on the board’ as far as cricket is concerned and when three of their top five continued the pattern of the game – by not getting into double figures – Linden Park found themselves on 75 for 3 and when Kevin Carruthers bowled their stubborn opening bat for 54 it became 114 for 4 after which wickets fell at regular intervals until the score-board read 183 for 9; could their last wicket pair see them home?


The short answer is ‘Yes’, thanks mainly to the unflappable   Daniel Corner (49 n.o) , who took control after Cobb’s dismissal and scored the winning run from the last ball of the 49th over 


Doug Forbes, Kevin Carruthers and David Pilgrim all got two wickets each and some quick thinking, and reactions, by Callum Steel and Andrew Pomering, resulted in two run outs on a day when our  standard of fielding was out-standing in contrast to the batting – Nick excepted, of course 

MOM:  Nick Morley  - scored the first OW century of the season and made batting look easy in total contrast to his team mates 

Steel.C (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan Morley.N ) Pomering,A Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim.D Forbes.D Hannah 

DEVELOPMENT SIDE PREPARES    Development Side  200 for  6, Sunday  X1  196 for 6 


No 3rd Xl game this week so skipper Josh Holland agreed to captain the OW Sunday social side against our Development team as they warmed up for the start of their league season 


Fielding a strong team Development skipper Velsen Deverajulu won the toss and elected to bat and he and Josh Lawrence, his opening Saturday 1st X  partner, shared in an opening stand of 101 to put his side in the driving seat in this 40 overs a side game before he was bowled by his opposing skipper for 46 to put his side in a strong position in the 22nd over 


Having done his job Velsen looked forward to seeing the rest of his team build on this promising start 

“Josh and I have got us off to the perfect start and I am looking for a total around the 240/250 mark,” he was heard to observe 


But the Social side had other ideas and although Josh went on to make an impressive 82, Nathan Carpenter in particular enjoyed himself as a member of the fielding side  to finish with 3 for 41, all three of his victims being players with 1st Xl experience 


In reply the Social Xl initially outscored their Development counterparts as far as the run rate was concerned – when the latter lost their first wicket the score was 101 and at the same point the former had 103, the difference being that they had lost four wickets, but bearing in mind the way the league side had fallen away,  their opponents must have been slight favourites at this stage, particularly as ‘Mitch’ and John Rodda  were starting to build a potentially match winning partnership, and  it had reached 60 when,  attempting yet another quick single, Syd Sherlock turned on a sixpence – that’s 2.5p, Syd, to throw down the stumps with Jon  a good yard out of his crease – that’s about a metre, Syd 


Brother Stan then joined the party to trap Nathan Carpenter lbw to leave his team needing 20 from the last 11 balls which then became 15 from the last over but, in the end, it gleaned 10 to see them defeated by 4 runs 


This was a good warm-up game for the Sunday Development side, but they will have to learn to become more clinical after getting themselves into commanding positions 

MOM  -  Josh :Lawrence –  played an innings in which his 1st Xl experience was in evidence and , with less potent attacks likely on Sundays, should have a good season 

Sunday Development:  (Velsen)Devarajulu Lawrence.J (Syd)Sherlock (Dan)Seston Pomering.A Pryor Bettridge Rodda.I (Stan)Sherlock Willis Sellar 

Sunday Xl: Steel.C Holland Nichols.D Mitchell Rodda.J Carpenter.N Pilgrim Carruthers,M Jukes.J Sullivan Gold 
A LONG JOURNEY FOR LITTLE REWARD    Broadstairs   253,  1st   Xl   248 


An early start for the longest journey of the season to Broadstairs – the last time we visited them your correspondent had travelled by train. That was two years ago, our hosts having been promoted at the end of that season, but their visit to the First Division was only a short one and so we were back there again 


There are invariably a lot of runs in the Broadstairs wicket and as it is not the biggest of grounds, a score of at least 250 is needed by the side batting first to give them the upper hand and, even then, they will need to bowl well 


Our hosts, by winning the toss, got first choice of the wicket and, at the end of the 16th over were 76 for 4 – the best way to prevent your opponents getting a big score is by bowling them out as quickly as possible; cricket is the simplest of games and sometimes adopting the obvious  tactic is the best way to approach it 


Mind you, putting the obvious into practice can be more problematic but, thanks to two wickets from Eliot and one each from Ishmail and Jon, we were on the way to doing so
However, and there always seems to be a ‘however’, Broadstairs then recovered to be 150 for 6 at the end of the 30th over so, using the old maxim of ‘look at your score after 30 overs and then double it’ – why is this report full of clichés – they were looking to score around the 300 mark 


That they did not do so was due to the fact that we took their last four wickets for 103 runs – despite an eighth wicket stand of 52 between Chris Flint (61 n,o) and Alfie Huntley (38), the former not managing to disguise his disgust when he saw his side’s No.11 miss a full toss from Ishmail with two balls left 


So we had achieved our aim of bowling them out, albeit not as quickly as we would have liked. Ishmail finished with 3 for 45, ‘Mitch’ 3 for 54, whilst Jon and Eliot claimed two a-piece 


Our reply started promisingly until Josh missed a straight ball to be lbw for 12 and when Velson also missed one, to be bowled for 29, we were 56 for 2 with the two Matts then taking the score to 100 with the last ball of the 21st over at which point Matt Golding attempted to lob the wicket-keeper with a shot that you will not find in any coaching manual and we had lost our third wicket 


No need to panic as ‘Mabbs’ was joined by the in-form Syd Sherlock and they progressed the score to 133 before the former hit a skier to deep mid-wicket, who judged the catch well and Louis joined Syd for them to put on another 42 before Louis was bowled for 23, and there then followed a crucial period of the game as we lost two wickets cheaply to be reduced to 195 for 7, meaning we needed 59 runs from 62 balls 


Enter Ishmail, and he and Syd then shared in a partnership of 40 in 39 balls only for Ismail to lob a gentle catch to square leg to depart for 33. However, he had not only done his job – he hit four 4s and scored his runs in 24 balls – but  had shown everyone else how it was done and, with Syd still there, we were probably just favourites but,  with the last ball of the penultimate over Syd was caught at short leg for 47 


Needing eight from the last over we managed a single from the first two balls but when Eliot tried to emulate MG he, too, was caught behind, so we lost by five runs on a day when both sides were bowled out and over 500 runs were scored 


Matthew Frewin was the pick of the Broadstairs bowlers, finishing with 5 for 52, all of whom were valuable scalps – well; so his five victims tell me 

MOM: Ishmail – followed his 3 for 45 with a potentially match winning 33 but, sadly, this was not to be 

(Velsen) Devarajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

COMFORTABLE VICTORY, DESPITE BLIPS   2nd  Xl  260 for  9, Upchurch  228


Games against Upchurch are invariably competitive and tight so it is pleasing to report that this was a reasonably straightforward victory for the 2nd Xl, although there were a few blips – more of which later 


A good start always helps and Callum Steel (42)  and Dan Seston (93)  certainly provided that,  but just when we were about to celebrate a century opening partnership Callum, in  attempting to sweep a ball to the mid-wicket boundary to bring up the magical three figures, totally missed it to give the bowler a plumb lbw 

“I was tempted to walk,” explained Callum 


Siva and Dan continued the good work and put on 50, just, before Siva edged to the ‘keeper to depart for a run-a-ball 29. It is here that we experienced a slight wobble and slumped from 161 for 2, to 176 for 5. But Dan was still there until, needing just seven runs for his first ever OW century, he………..wasn’t, and when Kevin Carruthers was bowled three runs later we were 200 for 7 with almost ten overs left. Could we use all of them and push our total beyond 250? 


Well, we did better than that, thanks mainly to a whirlwind innings of 23 from David Pilgrim,  including five 4s to all parts of the ground , an unusual situation for David as he is invariably the one being hit in this way, but he eventually perished attempting another big hit only to be stumped 


Andrew Steel, who had watched this demolition job admiringly  from the other end, was joined by his skipper and they took the score to 250 before Andrew was bowled with 16 balls remaining, which the last wicket pair converted into 10 runs to leave Upchurch needing 261 for victory 


They, too, started well and raced to 52 from their first eight overs at which point Alan Pattenden (23), attempting to hook Guy Hannah, completely miss-timed his attempt to give Nick Morley a simple catch and when Sanath stumped their number 3 off Doug’s bowling – I’ll leave it up to you decide whether this was indicative of Sanath’s alertness or the fact that the skipper’s bowling is now losing some of its pace - they were 69 for 2 


Enter Arjun Sharma, late of this parish, and he shared in a partnership of 46 with their remaining opening bat, who had reached 55 when Kevin Carruthers bowled him, a vital wicket as he was looking very menacing 


Arjun was the next to go, the victim of David’s guile and the safe hands of Kevin, but Upchurch were still very much in this game and progressed to 214 for 6 when Andrew Steel produced a peach of a ball to dismiss their last accredited batsman and expose their tail and, 11 runs later, it was all over, Guy and Doug mobbing up said tail 


Guy finished with 3 for 44 – he recovered well from a disastrous first over -  and there were two wickets a-piece for Andrew, David and Doug and one for Kevin in a good all-round team performance 

MOM: Dan Seston – a mature and commanding innings and deserved to score his first ton, but have little doubt that it will only be a matter of time before it arrives – possibly, probably, even, than the same landmark for Laurence Allen! 

Steel.C  (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan) Morley.N  Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers. K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim Forbes.D Hannah 
DEMOLITION  JOB     3rd   Xl   186 ,   Bromley  Common  181  for  7 


Having enjoyed their week off the 3rd Xl made the short journey to Bromley Common confident that they could resume their good season and Josh Holland (44) and Dan Nichols (42) got them off to the prefect start with an opening partnership of 91 until both fell within six runs of each other and, having acquired the scent of wickets,  the home side then took four more as they bowled themselves back into the game 


But they had forgotten Jaff Mascarenhas and Matt Carruthers - if only we could do the same -  who took the score to 161 before Jeff edged to the ‘keeper after compiling a hard fought 24. But Matt was still there; could he find someone to stay with him? 


Well, not for very long, anyway. Joe Jukes lasted just ten balls and Tom Sullivan, having flattered to deceive, his specialist subject, by scoring from the first three balls he received, was dismissed by the fourth leaving us 180 for 9 with 32 balls of the  innings remaining 


Could we score at a run a ball? No. Could we at least push the score above 200? No. Could we make Bromley Common work hard for our tenth wicket? No. 


We lasted just eight further balls with, to his credit, Roger Nichols scoring four runs from the four balls he received, but it was Matt who was the last man out, bowled for 20 but, to be fair, he had held the latter half of the innings together and without him we probably would have struggled to make 150 


Nevertheless, this was disappointing, particularly after such a good start and the skipper made his feelings perfectly clear during the tea interval 

“I want our opening bowlers firing on all cylinders,  so I will eat their sausage rolls, which will slow them down” 


And it worked as ‘Sully’ ripped into the top order to reduce the Common to 34 for 3; it would have been 34 for 4 but Josh was a bit slow off the mark – I wonder what was the cause of that – and failed to hold a simple catch 


Relieved Bill Wisbey 36), for he was the beneficiary, then shared in a fourth wicket stand of 42 with  Alex Henderson (44) before Matt Carruthers bowled him. Henderson was now joined by Charles Rajakanthan (47 n.o) and they put on 59 for the fifth wicket before the returning ‘Sully’ had Henderson caught by the skipper, a catch that defied gravity and description, so I am not going to describe it  -  135 for 5 in the 31st over which, with five wickets remaining, left the Common still slight favourites. 


However, then came one of those champagne moments for which the 3rd Xl are renowned. With the batsmen attempting a third run -  Dave Jukes was the fielder, so they felt confident -  the latter unleashed a ferocious throw which demolished the middle stump of the batsman running towards the bowlers end although, and to be honest, if the ball had not hit the umpire’s right knee, thereby diverting it onto the said stump, then it would have gone for four overthrows 


On such trivial incidents are games of cricket decided, although the umpire was heard to describe it in somewhat different, albeit more colourful, terms. Bromley Common now needed 10 runs from the last seven balls. 


Nathan Carpenter, who had earlier been out for the first time this season, and bowled first ball at that,  was now  bowling himself and completed his over with a dot ball and Matt Carruthers, tasked with the responsibility of bowling the final over, kept his head and conceded just four runs from his 


So another victory for the 3rd Xl – their sixth of the season, and a rota has been drawn up for visiting the umpire in hospital 

MOM: Tom Sullivan – An inspirational first spell and finished with 4 for 30. Extra sausage rolls for him in the next game, but only if we are batting second 

Holland Nichols.D Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter,N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols.R 




Averages   -  1st Xl 




Batting 





Ings

N.O.
Run
HS

Avge

(Syd) Sherlock 


8

3
218
75*

43.60

M. Abbett


8

0
290
65

36.50

M.Golding


8

0
259
85

32.37

M. Mitchell 


6

2
110
54

27.50


(Velson) Devarajulu

8

0
196
52

24.50 

L. Pryor



8

3
119
33

23.80

I. September 


4

0
94
33

23.50

J. Lawrence 


8

0
183
65

22.87

D. Ellicott-White


4

3
19
11*

19.00

J. Rodda


4

0
42
16

10.50

E, Bettridge 


4

1
18
8

6.00 





Bowling 





Overs
Mdns
Runs
Wkts
Best


Avge

I. September


73
8
327
15
3 for 20


21.80

E.Bettridge


76
3
311
13
3 for 36


23.92

J.Rodda


78
2
374
12
3 for 54 

31.17

D. Ellicott-White


80
7
272
8
4 for 17 

34.00

M. Mitchell


80
4
342
10
3 for 41


34.20

Wicket-keeping   13  -  L. Pryor (13 ct) 

Catches   3-  Ellicott-White  2- Lawrence, Abbett ,  Deverajulu, Golding  Rodda September  1- Sherlcok,  Bettridge






Averages -  2nd Xl 





Batting 





Ings

N.O.
Runs
HS

Avge

N. Morley 


8

2
282
107*

47.00 

(Dan) Seston


8

0
259
93

32.37

D.Forbes


5

4
31
12*

31.00

(Siva) Sivaranjan

8

1
210
81

30.00

D. Pilgrim


5

2
87
33*

29.00

 (Andrew) Steel


7

3
95
34

23.75

C. Steel 


8

0
180
83

22.50

A. Pomering 


7

0
144
54

20.57

K. Carruthers


7

2
76
25

15.20 

S. Dandeniya


7

0
86
46

12.28

G. Hannah


2

1
12
7*

12.00






Bowling 





Overs
Mdns
Runs
Wkts
Best


Avge

(Andrew) Steel 


75
7
298
14
3  for 35

21.28

D.Forbes


68
4
293
13
2 for 40


22.53

K. Carruthers 


77.3
4
316
14
4 for 48


22.57

G, Hannah


70.4
0
323
14
4 for 47


23.07

D. Pilgrim 


75
1
301
13
4 for 49


23.15 

Wicket-keeping   12   -  S. Dandeniya  (11ct  1st) 

Catches    7- D.Forbes  4  -  C.Steel,  Carruthers.K,  Morley.N   2 – D.  Pilgrim,  A.Pomering  (Dan) Seston   (Andrew) Steel, 





Averages  - 3rd Xl 




Batting 





Ings

N.O.
Runs
HS

Avge

N. Carpenter 


6

5
119
43*

119.00 

L. Allen 



7

2
182
94*

36.40

J. Carpenter 


7

2
168
49

33.60

J, Holland


7

0
175
44

25.00

D. Nichols 


7

0
169
83

24.14 

J. Mascarenhas


6

1
112
25

22.40

J.  Jukes 


3

2
21
12*

21.00 

D. Jukes


7

0
120
44

17.14

M. Carruthers 


3

0
30
20

10.00

T. Sullivan 


1

0
4
4

4.00

Also batted: R. Nichols   4*   *Not  out 






Bowling 





Overs
Mdns
Runs
Wkts
Best


Avge

T. Sullivan


55.2
5
221
13
4 for 30


17.00

J. Jukes 


55
2
199
11
3 for 22


18.09

M. Carruthers 


54
2
225
12
3 for 23


18.75

N. Carpenter


51.2
2
213
8
3 for 29


26.63

R. Nichols 


54.5
1
236
7
2 for 24


33.17  

Wicket-keeping   12– J. Mascarenhas  (12ct) 

Catches   4  -  J. Holland,    3 -  Nichols, R  2-   Sullivan  1-  L. Allen, Nichols. D, Carpenter,J, Jukes.D, Jukes.J 
And now for something completely different and an appeal for your help 

I am currently working with the school which  has, of course,  been affected by the pandemic, during which time  it has been  busy making visors for our brave NHS workers, but when the return to the full curriculum is possible they are planning a project relating to those brave men and women who have been keeping us afloat over the last few months – e.g  NHS staff, postal workers, supermarket assistants, refuse workers, social workers, cleaners  and the like – I’m sure you can add to this noble band of heroes and heroines 


So, if you know of  anyone who has been working in this way and  would like to tell us their story, please contact me, either  by giving me  a call  - 0208 659 6443 – or by email, owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk 

COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION   -   July  31st 
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